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Curios  and  Relics 

Clothing 

Dress 
Laura  Keene 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


71240';.  6?S-  6<<f  75 


Stftlur<l  by  Lincoln'*  lllnoil. 
From  t  iv       Frouclnoo  Chronicle,  f  •  7  ' 

Mrs.  Josoph  W.  Do  Lano  of  this  city  is 

ho  possessor  of  a  valuanle  pioco  of  moire 
iilk.  Its  value  does  not  depend  upon  its 
iiie  or  tho    fact  ihai  it  is  dowered  white 

noire,  but  upon  three  or  four  dark  stains 
tvhich  lis  b.-ars. 

Miss  Laura  Kcono  onco  woro  a  dress  out  or 
tvhich  this  piece  of  sill:  was  cut.  She  was 
playing  et  Ford's  Thister  the  part  of  Flor- 
ence Trenchard  in  "Our  American  Cousin" 
on  the  night  of  April  U,  1885.  The  great 
scrne  between  Asa  Trenchard,  played  by 
Harry  Eawltes,  and  Florence  was  just  over 
when  a  shot  rang:  through  tho  house,  and 
almost  immediately  afterward  a  man  was 
seen  to  leap  from  the  box  occupied  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  Mrs.  Lincoln,  and  two  friends, 
[p.  tbn  confubion  which  immediately  followed 
:he  assassination  Miss  Keo.ie  ran  round  the 
itago  and  up  to  the  box,  woaring  the  dress 
ihe  had  on  as  Florence.    Just  prior  to  the 

emoval  of  President  Lincoln  his  head  rested 
v  moment  on  Miss  Keene's  lap,  and  it  was 
:hen  that  the  blood  fell  on  the  dress. 

Idiss  Kceno  cut  the  stained  portions  out 
>f  the  dress,  and  on  April  17,  three  days 
ifter  the  shooting,  and  two  days  alter 
Lincoln  died,  gave  Mrs.  De  Lano  the  piece 
ihe  now  has. 


Springfield,  Illinois. 

UKCOW  LIFE 

Referred  to  /!  '      'M  y  \  C  rt 

Mr.  A.  F.  Hill  Preaident. 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance,  RtG  U  JUL  li  Wto 

Fort  Wayne  Indiana. 

Answered 


Dear  Mr.  Hill:  WCE  OF  FRESfOCWT 

I  understand  from  a  friend  of  mine  of  the 
Franklin  Life  Insurance  Company  of  this  city,  that  your 
Company  has  a  collection  of  Lincolniana. 


I  have  in  my  possession  a  relic  of  historical 
value  that  I  wish  to  sell  to  a  permanent  collection.  Namely 
a  piece  of  Miss  Laura  Keene's  dress  stained  with  the  blood  ' 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Miss  Keene  is  the  actress  that  held  pres. 
Lincoln's  head  in  her  lap  following  his  assasination  by  John 
Wilkes  Booth  on  the  evening  of  April  14th.  1866.  in  Fords 
Theatre  Washington  D.  C. 

The  relic  came  into  my  possession  from  Mrs.  Coe 
an  old  resident  of  this  city;  whose  grandmother  (Mrs.  Garrett 
Ives)  as  a  member  of  the  Soldiers  Aid  Society  of  Springfield 
received  the  dress  from  Miss  Keene. 

If  your  are  interested  in  the  dress  I  will  be 
glad  to  hear  from  you,  I  am, 


Yours  truly 

H.  D.  Lindquist 


616  south  Grand  Avenue-West 
Springfield,  Illinois. 


July  11,  1935 


Mr.  H.  D*  Lindquist 

616  South  tfrand  /.Vfsnuo-^ost 

Springfield,  Illinois 

Dear  nr.  Lindqoist: 

Your  letter  concerning  a. piece  of  Miss 

Lmra  BMRof3  dress  stela:::!  -rith  the  "blood  of 
Abrar*an  Lincoln,  lias  booh  received. 

Mr,  Hall  is  out  of  the  city  and  will  not 
roturn  until  sox.ieti.Tn3  if  ter  tho  5th  of  Aueast.  In 
Ms  absence  I  have  referred  your  letter  to  Dr.  Louis 
JU  Warron,  tjho  is  in  chars©  of  our  collection  of 
Lincolniana. 

Tory  truly  yours. 


S-jcretsxy  to  :'x.  H-ill 


■Ml 


J 


July  11,  1935 


H.  D.  Lindqultt 
»6  S.  Grand  Aw.tWe8t 
SprtngfUld,  IlUnoit 

Sin 


•**•«  t  at  <f«  are  not  iltZrf^  '"coin."  I  ragrat  to 
°»rio.  a.  thl.  S  prtl^  «»  "llaotlon  of 

*  rs«*"-<Jh  library  on  Lincoln. 

mi..  „  ST**"*  yal  9*W  *«r  ttrttf*  u.  o,  thl.  rar, 

7ar7  truly  your a, 

IWMI  «  Erector 

wnoola  i.t  onal  Life  Joundafcioa 


The  Franklin  Life  Insurance  Company 


SPRINGFIELD.  ILLINOIS 

December  L, 


Lincoln  Memorial  Association 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Gentlemen: 

I  understand  you  collect  Lincolniana,  and  would  like 
to  offer  for  sale  a  piece  of  the  dress  ■worn  by  Laura  Keene 
the  night  Abraham  Lincoln  was  assassinated,  and  stained  with 
blood  from  his  wound  as  he  died. 

The  piece  of  silk  is  mounted  and  framed  under  glass 
with  pictures  of  Lincoln,  of  Miss  Keene,  a  copy  of  a  news 
account  of  the  day,  etc. — nothing  of  great  value,  but 
presenting  a  complete  appearance  as  a  whole. 

Miss  Keene 's  dress  was  given  by  her  to  a  Soldier's 
Aid  Society  in  Springfield  shortly  after  Mr.  Lincoln's 
death,  and  divided  among  thirteen  members.    One  piece  of 
this  dress  now  forms  a  part  of  the  Lincoln  Exhibit  in  the 
Illinois  Centennial  Building  here  in  Springfield,  another 
is  in  the  Historical  Museum  in  Chicago,  as  you  probably 
know.    You  will  realize  how  such  a  relic  would  distinguish 
a  Lincoln  collection. 

Unfortunately,  the  piece  would  not  photograph  well, 
so  we  cannot  send  a  picture,  but  if  you  are  interested,  we 
will  try  to  arrange  for  you  to  see  the  relic,  and,  of 
course,  to  supply  proper  references. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Miss  Frances  Bartelme 

c/o  The  Franklin  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Springfield,  Illinois 


December  ^9  1956 


Ml  as  francos  Bart  elm* 
EranJclin  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Springfield,  Illinois 

Boar  MIsb  Bart8ln»: 

Whl"»e  vm  have  paid  vary  little  attention  to  gathering 
mterial  here  Its  oar  Founfiation,  if  youwill  advise  OS  the  price 
you  have  ~Oac«a  on  tba  item  which  you  ^section  in  your  letter  of 
December  k}  we  will  lnfcam  yon  whether  or  not  wo  care  to  acquire 
it. 

Very  truly  yours 


LAW:AAM  Director 


/ 


The  Franklin  Life  Insurance  Company 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

It  is  especially  difficult  for  us  to  place  a 
price  on  the  Lincoln  relic — the  piece  of  Laura  Keene's 
dress  stained  with  the  blood  of  Abraham  Lincoln— 
because  •we  are  neither  professional  collectors  nor 
brokers  of  such  material.    The  only  guage  we  have  is 
that  in  Los  Angeles  several  years  ago  the  owner  was 
offered  $800  for  the  piece.    At  that  time  he  aspired 
to  making  a  Lincoln  collection  himself  around  this 
item,  but  the  intervening  years  have  taken  him  out 
of  touch  not  onlywith  that  bidder,  but  also  with  the 
funds  he  expected  to  use  for  collecting,  and  he  now 
wishes  to  sell. 

However,  I  would  say  the  relic  has  a  value  of 
varying  price  because  of  its  rarity,  and  a  wide  range 
of  estimated  value  that  it  would  meet  in  being  offered 
to  various  collectors  of  Lincolniana.    Therefore  the 
most  satisfactory  method  of  pricing  this  piece  to  you 
would  be  for  you  to  state  what  you  would  consider  a 
fair  price,  as  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  standard 
value  to  an  item  of  this  character. 


SPRINGFIELD.  ILLINOIS 


December  12,  I936 


Very  truly  yours, 


Miss  Frances  Bartelme 

c/o  The  Franklin  Life  Insurance  Company 
Springfield,  Illinois 


\ 


December  15,  1936 


HI  88  Frances  Bartelrae 

c/o  The  Franklin  Life  Insurance  Company 

Springfield,  Illinois 

Dear  Madam: 


A  viry  strict  rule, established  with  the  founding  of  our 
Horary  several  years  ago,  raakes  it  impossible  for  us  to  appraise 
or  place  a  value  on  an  item  in  the  possession  of  someone  else.  ' 
This,  as  you  see,  makes  it  necessary  for  the  one  desiring  to  sell 
a  curio  to  be  the  judge  of  its  value,  so  we  wo  ild  not  be  in  a 
position  to  rnaka  an  offer  on  the  curio  which  you  have. 

If  you  care  to  place  a  price  on  it,  we  will  advise  you 
whether  or  not  we  would  wish  to  acquire  the  Laura  Keene  relic, 
but  I  rather  imply  from  you*  correspondence  that  it  is  not  likely 
we  will  be  in  the    .arket  for  it,  if  the  /jrice  is  as  prohibitive 
as  I  feel  it  may  be  from  the  offer  once  made  for  it. 

Viry  truly  yours, 


Director 

W^Wi  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


• 
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MEMENTO  OF  LINCOLN'S  ASSASSINATION 
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coin  was  she,  by  John  Wilkes  Booth.  Accord^  ,  °n  "W  ^  *at  Ab""W  Ita- 

mofcer.  ,he  achess  held  fte  Presid  n.'.  hea  S  he,  ?      7,  ^  d°™  * 

head  n,  her  lap  unal  dodo,  came.-TriW  photo. 
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OAKLAND  GUARDSMAN  OWNS 
TRAGIC  LINCOLN'S  DEATH  RELIC 

Actress1  Dress  Believed  Stained  With  Blood 
Of  Martyred  President  Is  Family  Heirloom 


Today  marks  the  134th  anni- 
versary of  the  birth  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  on  February  12,  1809— a 
date  that's  remembered  by  nearly 
every  American. 

But  here  in  Oakland,  another  date 
—April  14,  1865— was  recalled  more 
vividly  today.  The  day  served  to 
produce  a  "personal"  memento  of 
the  assassination  of  the  Great 
Emancipator  as  he  watched  a  per- 
formance at  Ford's  Theater  in  Wash- 
ington. 

The  memento  is  owned  by  Tech. 
Sergt.  Floyd  A.  Martin,  59,  of  the 
California  State  Guard. 

It's  a  piece  of  flowered  taffeta 
that  once  was  part  of  a  dress  ruffle 
It  came  from  the  dress  worn  by 
Laura  Keene,  the  leading  lady  at 
Ford's  Theater,  on  the  night  that 
Lincoln  was  fatally  shot  by  John 
Wilkes  Booth. 

MISS  KEENE  KEEPS  HEAD 

When  Lincoln  was  shot,  Mis 
Keene  was  one  of  the  few  persons 
who  kept  their  heads  in  the  midst 
of  confusion.  According  to  the 
story  related  by  Martin's  mother, 
Mrs.  Eliza  L.  Martin  of  Denver,  who 
died  a  year  ago,  Miss  Keene  left 
the  stage,  went  to  the  Presidents 
box  and  held  his  head  in  her  lap 
until  a  physician  arrived. 

Later,  in  her  dressing  room,  the 
actress  took  off  her  dress,  handed 
it  to  Martin's  grandmother,  Mrs. 
Agnes  Burt,  a  friend  who  had  been 
watching  the  show,  and  said: 

"You  can  have  this  dress,  Agnes. 
I  never  want  to  see  it  again."  1 

Martin's  grandmother  kept  the 
dress.  It  remained  intact  until  her 
death  in  1916,  when  it  was  willed 
to  his  mother.  Mrs.  Martin  cut  it 
up,  kept  part  of  the  material  and 
gave  the  rest  to  Martin's  uncle 
Charles  Burt  of  Beloit,  Kan. 
SHOWS  ORIGINAL  COLOR 

Burt  died  about  1928,  and  the 
piece  of  taffeta  that  Martin  has  is 
the  only  part  of  the  dress  left  in 
the  family.  Martin,  himself,  gave 
a  piece  of  the  material  to  the  city 
museum  at  Denver. 

His  remaining  piece  of  silk  has 


faded  little  during  the  78  years 
There  are  faint  stains  on  the  green 
and  red  pattern  which,  Martin  be- 
lieves, might  have  been  made  by 
blood. 

Martin  said  today  that  he  intends 
to  keep  the  piece  of  taffeta  in  the 
family.  It  probably  will  be  willed 
by  him  to  his  son,  Donovan  B.  Mar- 
tin, who  is  a  first  assistant  engineer 
in  the 'merchant  marine. 

As  a  member  of  the  Ninth  Regi- 
ment of  the  California  State  Guard, 
Martin  serves  as  sergeant-major  of 
the  second  battalion.  He  is  stationed 
at  the  Oakland  Armory  at  10th  and 
Fallon  Streets. 

During  World  War  I  he  served 
as  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  Army. 
He  also  served  with  the  Colorado 
National  Guard  for  15  years.  He 
joined  the  State  Guard  here  m  Jan- 
uary, 1942. 


